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1. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 5-13, and 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Okada. 

With respect to claim 1, Okada teaches a method of distributing a fax, said method 
comprising: receiving said fax received at specified phone number or each intended 
recipient of said facsimile (as discussed at col. 9, lines 55-62, col. 8, lines 1-8 and col. 8, 
lines 58-62). Okada teaches that a fax is sent via LAN 213 or net fax 212 as sent to a 
specified phone number of each intended recipient of said facsimile - this is taught by 
figures 9 and 10, paragraph 19 and the Abstract at lines 11-16- note that each address 
to which a facsimile is directed will reach the intended recipient fax by the telephone 
number assigned to the fax machine); storing said facsimile on a storage medium 5 at 
a specific location( in net fax 212); identifying an Internet enabled device (client 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/053,41 1 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2625 

computer 21 1) associated with the intended recipient of said fax, said Internet enabled 
device independently selected from a group consisting of : e-mail printers (210, 212) 
web server printer 1 ; e-mail print servers 210 and 212, and a web browser enabled 
printer 210 or 212; notifying each identified Internet enable device of said specific 
location (see paragraphs 19, 21 and 24) for said saved fax so that the identified Internet 
enabled device can later retrieve said saved fax from the specific location (para. 71) 
such notification made via notification message to the enabled device (see para. 71, 
lines 1-3), the notification message not contained the saved fax. See also figures 2 
and 24. 

With respect to claim 2, Okada teaches each Internet enabled device of the specific 
location (e-mail address) comprises sending the enabled device an e-mail identifying 
the specific location. See paragraphs 64 and 68. 

With respect to claim 3, Okada teaches this limitation in that it is inherent by 
paragraph 71. 
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With respect to claim 5, Okada teaches receiving the fax at a registered address 
21 1 - or as sent to a specified phone number or each intended recipient of said 
facsimile (as discussed at col. 9, lines 55-62, col. 8, lines 1-8 and col. 8, lines 58-62); 
receiving the fax (from net fax 212) (at a registered address/phone number for each 
intended recipient of said facsimile) - this is taught by figures 9 and 10, paragraph 19 
and the abstract at lines 11-16- note that each address to which a facsimile is directed 
will reach the intended recipient fax by the telephone number assigned to the fax 
machine); determining (via LAN) a set of intended recipients (plural PC users, shown 
by figure 3); storing said facsimile on a storage medium 5 at a specific location( in net 
fax 212); notifying each identified Internet enable device of said specific location (see 
paragraphs 19, 21 and 24) for said saved fax so that the identified Internet enabled 
device can later retrieve said saved fax from the specific location (para. 71) such 
notification made via notification message to the enabled device (see para. 71, liens 1- 
3), the notification message not contained the saved fax. See also figures 2 and 24. 
Okada teaches identifying an Internet enabled device (client computer 211) associated 
with the intended recipient of said fax, said Internet enabled device independently 
selected from a group consisting of : e-mail printers (210, 212) web server printer 1 
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With respect to claim 6, the registered address is the address of the net fax. 

With respect to claim 7, Okada teaches the fax distribution center comprising a 
computer program (stored in ROM 32, RAM 33) , saving and sending faxes, sending e- 
mails, and determining recipients of saved faxes. See page 5 and paragraph 73. 

With respect to claims 8 and 11, Okada teaches wherein the registered address is 
selected from the group consisting of phone numbers (see para. 75), e-mail addresses 
(see paragraph 74 and URLs, see host or domain names information which his is 
shown in figures 5 and 6. 

With respect to claim 9, see figure 7 which shows the claimed features. 

With respect to claim 10, see figures 7 and 8 which show the claimed features. 

With respect to claim 12, see figure 7. 

With respect to claim 13, see figures 7 and 8. Note that data is stored on memory 5. 
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With respect to claim 16, Okada teaches notifying each identified Internet enable 
device of said specific location (see paragraphs 19, 21 and 24) for said saved fax so 
that the identified Internet enabled device can later retrieve said saved fax from the 
specific location (para. 71) such notification made via notification message to the 
enabled device (see para. 71, lines 1-3), the notification message not contained the 
saved fax. See also figures 2 and 24. Okada teaches activating an enabled Internet 
device to retrieve the fax from the storage, see (para. 71). 



With respect to claim 17, see printer 44 of figure 12 or 210 and 21 1 of figures 24. 

With respect to claim 18, Okada teaches a system for distributing faxes, said 
system comprising: a fax distribution center (net fax 212) for receiving faxes, as sent 
to a specified phone number or each intended recipient of said facsimile (as discussed 
at col. 9, lines 55-62, col. 8, lines 1-8 and col 8, lines 58-62); saving the received raxes, 
in RAM 33. sending faxes, and sending notifications. Okada teaches 212 as sent to a 
specified phone number of each intended recipient of said facsimile - this is taught by 
figures 9 and 10, paragraph 19 and the Abstract at lines 11-16- note that each address 
to which a facsimile is directed will reach the intended recipient fax by the telephone 
number assigned to the fax machine. Okada teaches identifying an Internet enabled 
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device (client computer 211) associated with the intended recipient of said fax, said 
Internet enabled device independently selected from a group consisting of : e-mail 
printers (210, 212) web server printer 1 and notifying each identified Internet enable 
device of said specific location (see paragraphs 19, 21 and 24) for said saved fax so 
that the identified Internet enabled device can later retrieve said saved fax from the 
specific location (para. 71) such notification made via notification message to the 
enabled device (see para. 71, lines 1-3), the notification message not contained the 
saved fax. See also figures 2 and 24. Okada teaches a storage media 5 for storing 
saved faxes for a distribution center; and a database (table 7 and 8) stored in 5 for 
determining intended recipients. 

With respect to claim 19, Okada teaches a fax center comprising at least one 
computer program stored on ROM 32 or RAM 33, for receiving faxes, accessing the 
data based to determine an Internet enable device recipient, and notifying the device by 
e-mail. Moreover, Okada teaches notifying each identified Internet enable device of said 
specific location (see paragraphs 19, 21 and 24) for said saved fax so that the identified 
Internet enabled device can later retrieve said saved fax from the specific location 
(para. 71) such notification made via notification message to the enabled device (see 
para. 71, lines 1-3), the notification message not contained the saved fax. See also 
figures 2 and 24. 



Application/Control Number: 10/053,411 
Art Unit: 2625 



Page 8 



With respect to claim 20, Okada teaches at least one computer program via ROM 
32 or RAM 33 for receiving faxes, saving faxes (in a memory 5) and sending notification 
messages (see paragraph 60, 61 and 68) and at least one communication port for 
communicating with the Internet or a phone line (via LAN 225). 

2. 

Examiner's Remarks 

While applicant's 10 page response is impressive, the arguments were directed toward, 
what the examiner contends, is an explanation of Okada extraneous to the present 
invention. In other words, Applicant skillfully provided examples in which Okada taught 
away from the present invention while not addressing the specific example of how the 
claims were anticipated at least by one example of Okada's disclosure. 

With respect to the 2 nd full paragraph at page 7, applicant argues Okada is directed 
to a transmitter as opposed to a receiver. But claim 1 is directed toward a distribution of 
a facsimile and no language specifying a " receiver" is claimed . Furthermore, there is 
neither receiver nor other means for acquiring the facsimile as claimed. At best the 
claim provides for "notification" as to identifying a fax which may or may not be 
acquired. 
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With respect to the 3 rd full paragraph and throughout, the applicant's salient point is 
that Okada fails to provide, "... notifying each identified Internet enabled device of said 
specific location for said saved facsimile so that the identified Internet enabled device 
can later retrieve said saved facsimile from said specific location." 

At paragraph 60, Okada explains that PC 21 1 is the requesting node which requests a 
fax transmission. The last three lines of para. 60 states that an e-mail address of the pc 
21 1 is attached to the facsimile data. Hence, this e-mail address serve s as a 
notification of the fax pc 21 1 that fax data has been stored in data storage section 5. 

The internet enabled device is LAN 213 or Net Fax 212, which is notified of the 
location (e-mail address para. 60, last three lines) of the location of the saved facsimile 
(storage section 5, at pc 21 1 . 

Hence, pc 211 identifies LAN 213 or Net Fax 212 of an intended recipient (printer 
machine 210). Okada teaches exactly what is claimed. 
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In conclusion, the LAN 213 or Net Fax 212 is the Internet enabled device which has 
been notified by a pc 21 1 of a specific location of the fax image (stored in element 5, 
according to paragraph 60) so that the enabled device can retrieve the fax from the 
memory 5, stored in LAN interface 7, and sent to destination 210. 



3. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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4. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7463. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles, can be reached on 571-272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



